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Feb Shield Deadline Jan 20  
The deadline for the January 2008 Shield will be Sunday, 
January 20, 2008. Articles and calendar items should be 
submitted to echampio@gmail.com, or may be placed in 
the Shield mailbox in the Parish Hall. 
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M 
Y DEAR BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS IN  CHRIST JESUS, 
Time flies! Itõs a new year 
already. I pray for you all daily. 

And I do pray that 2008 will be one of rich 
blessings for you and yours. 

This is a wonderful time to look back in time to the 
previous year. It is a perfect time to look back and to count 
our blessings. In what ways has our generous Lord blessed 
you? How has he provided for you? How has he protected 
and watched over you? Again, we need to truly count our 
blessings. And we need to be sure to give thanks to the 
Lord for all he has done. God is gracious and generous! 

This is a perfect time to look back at our mistakes too. 
How have we fallen short of what God truly wants in us 
and from us? How have we disappointed God, ourselves 
and others? How have we sinned? God is a God of òsecond 
chancesó. When we repent and confess our sins, God wipes 
our slate clean! Itõs time to start anew! Itõs time again to 
depend on the Holy Spirit to work in us. Moment by 
moment, year by year, we can depend on the Holy Spirit to 
correct us, to change us, and to make us more and more like 
Jesus. That is his wonderful plan for us. 

This is also a perfect time to recommit ourselves to the 
Lord and to his will for us. Many people make resolutions at 
the beginning of the year. God likes to do new things in his 
people. What is God calling you to? A new step of faith? 
New ministry? New work in the church? New personal daily 
prayer or devotions? Maybe itõs to stop one ministry so you 

Bishop Nominee Walk -Abouts  

I  
N AN EFFORT TO ALLOW PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE 

diocese to meet the nominees for bishop, four sites have 
been selected for meet-and-greet sessions commonly 
known as Walk-Abouts. The specifics have yet to be 

finalized; however, the anticipated format is small group question-
and-answer sessions. The amount of time with each nominee is 
estimated at 20 minutes, but could change depending on the final 
number of nominees. 

¶ March 4, 6:30 p.m.ñ9:00 p.m., All Saints' Parish, Frederick 

¶ March 5, 6:30 p.m.ñ9:00 p.m., Emmanuel Church, 
Cumberland 

¶ March 7, 6:30 p.m.ñ9:00 p.m., St. James' Parish, Lothian 

¶ March 8, 10:30 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.ñ5:30 p.m., 
Trinity Church, Towson 

can begin a different one. Maybe God is 
calling you out of some old habits. Maybe heõs 
just calling you to renew your faith, to 
consciously recommit your life to Jesus. At 
certain times in our lives we all need to do just 
that. 

Looking back at the last year of our life together at St. 
Andrewõs, I am grateful to our Lord for watching over us, 
for providing for us, and for blessing us in many, many 
ways. I am grateful to you all for your faithful partnership in 
the Gospel. We are doing lots of good things for the Lord 
and for his people. 

May our generous God continue to bless all of our 
church family of St. Andrewõs. May the Lord continue to 
renew us, to refine us, to equip us, and to use us to build up 
his Church and to build his kingdom here on earth! 

With love is our only Savior Jesus, 
Father Shawn + 

Father  
Shawnôs 

Letter  



Planning and preparation  
4. Effective planning tends to involve more than 
one person. No one except God has all wisdom. 
Therefore, consultation in the formulation of 
plans and collaboration in carrying them out can 
be invaluable. This is not only common sense; it 
is a principle of godly wisdom. 

5. Planning is a powerful yet fragile process. By pinpointing 
goals, marshalling resources, and initiating action, the process 
of planning can empower people to get things done. Yet 
planning is also subject to the weaknesses of people, such as 
being blind to reality, narrow in vision, and mean-spirited in 
motives. For example, the Tower of Babel was a well-planned 
project; nevertheless, it was condemned by God (Gen. 11:1ð9). 

6. Planning and prayer should be intimately related. 
Through prayer, our plans are expanded with Godõs wisdom, 
ennobled by Godõs holiness, and empowered through Godõs 
providence. Planning that honors the Lord needs to be based 
on a prayerful recognition of Godõs grace, sovereignty, and 
resources (Phil. 4:6ð7). 

7. Planning by its nature is based on faith. When we plan, 
we exhibit certain beliefs and assumptionsñfor example, faith 
in the process of planning, faith in our capacity to bring our 
plans into reality, or faith in the justice of the ends we seek. 
But all planning involves commitment to things hoped for in 
the future, based on the evidence of things visible in the 
present (Heb. 11:1). 

8. Planning does not determine the futureñit can only 
direct the present. At best, the future will only partially reflect 
our intentions and efforts. Like Paul, we òsee in a mirror 
dimly,ó and òknow in partó (1 Cor. 13:12). Thus the future lies 
outside our grasp. All we can do is make choices and take 
action today in light of how we suppose those decisions and 
activities might affect tomorrow. 

9. Planning is only partly rational. The process involves not 
just our heads, but our hearts and hands as well. This is as true 
in formulation, where intuitive insight can be just as important 
as analytical processes, as it is in implementation, where people 
must be motivated and organized as well as informed. 

10. Planning often motivates by pointing attention and 
effort toward a hopeful future. Planning can shift peopleõs 
attention from problems to solutions, from limitations to 
possibilities, and from despair to hope. It can also galvanize 
people for action by highlighting needs, rallying opinion, and 
pointing the way. 

Why not make 2008 a year during which you prepare for 
your greatest of needs? Letõs make January òSt. Andrewõs 
Planning Monthó. There are many avenues to spiritual growth 
but you have an astounding five studies every week (!) right 
here to help you in this need. Taking the time to join one will 
mean making an effort, which means it will be work. 
Something else may have to be set aside for a time. But it will 
be work that is well worth it. Plan on it! 

Joan Teakle  
joanteakle@yahoo.com 
410-255-7268 
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BY JOAN TEAKLE, RECTORôS WARDEN 

W 
HAT TO WRITE ABOUT FOR THE 
January Shield? I spent more time 
pondering a topic than I believe I 
ever have. I even checked online 

for special days in January as inspiration. The list 
may amuse you. January is not only National Blood Donor 
Month and National Braille Literacy Month, it is also Hot Tea 
Month and National Oatmeal Month. Reasons to celebrate on 
specific days within the month include the obvious New Year's 
Day, but January also holds Run up the Flagpole and See if 
Anyone Salutes Day, Fruitcake Toss Day, Humiliation Day, 
Bubble Bath Day , Ditch New Years Resolutions Day, 
National Popcorn Day , Squirrel Appreciation Day (!), Measure 
Your Feet Day (why?!), and National Inane Answering 
Message Day. I left this site even more befuddled as to a topic. 

So I asked myself what I would most want you to think 
about in regards to the New Year. It didnõt take long for me to 
remember 1 Peter 3:15; òAlways be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you haveó, i.e. share the Gospel. òPrepareõ also means òplanó 
or òget readyó. Are you ready to answer questions about your 
faith? If someone asked you right now, how do you think 
youõd do at answering?  
How could you òplanó to answer that question? You 

already plan for many things throughout your life. Some of you 
have had a house built and you know there are many plans 
needed for such a huge undertaking. You also plan for much 
smaller daily events without much thought; what to serve at 
meals, what route to take to church; what to wear. Planning is 
valuable. Without it we would suffer amid mayhem. We plan 
for things that we take seriously; big or small. 

How seriously do you take your spiritual needs? They are 
your greatest needs, after all. What kinds of plan are you 
making to nurture your spiritual needs? 

The Bible affirms ten principles of planning. The following 
is from òWhat does the Bible say aboutñò. 

1. God makes plans. God not only knows the future, He 
can make the future by choosing what will happen (James 4:13
ð15). For example, in creating the world, He planned or 
determined much of the worldõs future by the way in which He 
created it. His planning manifests both clear purposes and 
orderly processes (Rom. 1:20). 

2. God encourages and empowers people to plan. People, 
who are made in Godõs image (Gen. 1:26ð28) are created with 
a consciousness of time (Eccl. 3:11). We are aware of the 
connections between past, present, and future, and how causes 
shape effects (Ps. 90:12; Eph. 4:16). 

3. All planning involves a value-based perspective. The 
processes of establishing goals and priorities, joining ends and 
means, and linking òwhat isó with òwhat ought to beó are 
based on assumptions about what is of value and what is not. 
In that sense, no planning is morally neutral in either its 
process or its effects. This principle frequently lay behind the 
choices that people in Scripture were called to make (Josh. 
24:15; 1 Sam. 8:4ð7; 1 Kin. 18:21). 

Rectorôs 
Wardenôs 
Pen 

http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/newyears.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/newyears.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/uptheflagpole.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/uptheflagpole.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/fruitcaketossday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/uptheflagpole.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/bubblebathday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/ditchresolutionsday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/popcornday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/squirrelappreciation.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/measureyourfeet.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/measureyourfeet.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/inanemessage.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/inanemessage.htm
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BY RON BURR 

Our Lordôs Bounty  

O 
UR LORDõS BOUNTY 
wishes you and 
yours the peace and 
joy that comes from 

knowing the Savior, Jesus and our 
heartfelt prayer is that we 
continue to grow in His love and 
demonstrate His grace as we try to 
do what He would have us do. 

We have made the lives of 
those less fortunate than ourselves a little better largely 
through your continued support and speaking for our 
patrons, we appreciate all that you do in this arena. The 
demand seems to be growing (65 patrons at this writing ð 
not counting the Christmas baskets) and, after thanking you, 

we ask that you continue and 
even try to do a little more 
in the New Year. Our 
shelves clearly show the 
demands placed on our 
resources and we can use 
virtually everything. Along 
these lines, please focus on 
the following items: cereal, 
pancake mix, pancake 

syrup, peanut butter, jelly, 
instant potatoes, tuna, macaroni & 

cheese, canned meat products (beef stew, chili, spam).  
If you would prefer, cash donations are also appreciated 

as they allow us to keep the freezer stocked and purchase 
those items that are not donated.  

Thanks for understanding and for your continued 
support. Best wishes for a healthy, prosperous and happy 
2008. 

God Bless! 
ñ Ron Burr 

St. Andrewõs 2007 Profit/Loss Summary 

 November 2007 YTD 2007 

Income $14,105.27 $153,311.02 

Expenses $12,240.54 $174,249.49 

Net Profit (Loss) $1,864.73 ($21,938.47) 

Middendorf 
Loan Balloon 

Payment Fund  
This chart will appear 
monthly in The Shield to 
highlight our progress 
towards eliminating this 
debt. 

$3,500.00 

$45,500.00 

$39,000.00 

$26,000.00 

$32,500.00 

$6,500.00 

$13,000.00 

$19,500.00 

$52,123.63 

April 2009 

Note: The building 
fund is a separate 
account, so please 
write a separate check 
for your building fund 
contributions with 
òbuilding fundó on 
the comment line. 
Thank you! 

$35,033.85 

November 2007 


